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chants followed by opening many such stores not only in Bombay,
but in other parts of India.
Mr. Gandhi next read a letter from Mr. Jamnadas wherein
he had expressed his inability to attend the function as he had to be
away at Poona, and expressed a wish that many of his brethren in
Bombay would follow Mr. Narandas'1 example.
Proceeding, Mr. Gandhi said that there were no two opinions
as to the importance of swadeshi. It was as much a necessity of
daily life as air, water and food. The truth of this could only be
realized by looking at swadeshi in a religious spirit. No nation on
earth had risen without adopting swadeshi as a principle of life. It
was beyond his purpose to dilate any more on the necessity and
importance of swadeshi, he only wanted to offer a few suggestions
as to how swadeshi could be put into practice and how it could
be promoted.
This first thing was to understand one's limitations, and in the
present wretchedly dependent state of the country, one could not
but restrict the principle to clothing alone. India produced only
twenty five per cent of cloth necessary to clothe its people. It was
therefore their principal duty to produce more cloth. He wished to
point out to all the members of the mercantile community present,
with all the force that he could command, that without producing
a sufficient stock of pure swadeshi cloth, their salvation was im-
possible. He hoped, therefore, that those who had money and those
who had expert knowledge would place their money and their
knowledge at the disposal of the country.
He asked those present to hark back to the past when swadeshi
was practised without any effort, as effortlessly as one took in air
and water, and he asked them to consider how that was pos-
sible. The simplest and the most effective contrivance of handloom
rendered that possible. He did not for a moment think Europe
had a monopoly of intellect and enterprise. When other nations
were leading the most primitive life, when they could find no
better clothing than the bark of trees or hides of animals, Indians
invented the art of growing cotton, of spinning cotton and weav-
ing it into cloth. He believed that the intellect of the man who de-
vised the simple spinning-wheel and the handloom was far greater
than that of the man who invented the power-spindle and the
power-loom.
He was glad to inform them that in the Punjab at the present
moment thousands of ladies even of high families were spinning
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